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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 



Communicated by Mr. Lothrop Withington, 30 Little Russell street, 

W. C, London including " Gleanings" by Mr. H. F. Waters, 

not before prijited. 



Daniel Parke Esq'r Captain Generall and Cheefe Governor 
of all the Leeward Islands. Will 29 January 1709-10; proved 
15 May 171 1. All estate in these Islands both Lands Houses 
Negroes Debts etc. to Thomas Long Esq'r and Mr. Caesar Rod- 
ney for use of Mrs. Lucy Chester being the Daughter of Mrs. 
Katherine Chester tho she is not yet Christened. And if her 
Mother thinks fitt to call her after any other name I still be- 
queath all my estate in the four Islands of my Government to 
her. If she die before 21 then to her Mother Mrs. Katherine 
Chester to remain in hands of friends Collonell Thomas Long 
and Mr. Caesar Rodney and after her decease to my Godson 
Julius Caesar Parke, but if said youngest Daughter of said 
Mrs. Katherine Chester lives to Marry and have Childred (sic) 
then to her Eldest son and Heirs Made provided he calls him- 
self by name of Parke and said youngest daughter of Mrs. 
Katherine Chester to alter her name and call herself Parke and 
use my Coat of Armes etc. which is that of my Family of the 
County of Essex, but if she refuse to godson Julius Caesar 
Parke then to heirs of my Daughter Frances Custis then of my 
Daughter Mrs. Lucy Bird always to call themselves Parke etc. 
To daughter Francis Custis all estate in Virginia and England, 
then to Daughter Lucy Bird, then to youngest daughter of Mrs. 
Katherine Chester, then Julius Caesar Parke, and in case of 
failure of heirs to poor of Whitchurch in Hampshire. Daugh- 
ter Frances Custis to pay out of estate in Hampshire and Vir- 
ginia. To Daughter Lucy Bird £1000, to godson Julius Caesar 
£50 yearly for life, to each of my sisters and their children £50 
for rings, to executors in England £20 each. Executors in 
Leeward Islands Tho : Long Esq. Mr. Caesar Rodney and Major 
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Samuell Byam. Executors for England and Virginia Macajah 
Perry Esq'r Mr. Tho : Lane and Mr. Richard Perry of London 
Merchant. Sealed in St. Johns in Antigua. Witnesses: H. 
Pember, John Bermingham, Will'm Martin. Codicil 7 Decem- 
ber 1 710 Appoint in Room of Collonel Long deceased Mr. Abra- 
ham Redwood one of Executors. Antigua 20 December 1710. 
Before Honourable Walter Hamilton Esq. Lieutenant Generall 
and Commander in Cheife ouer all her Majesties Leeward Car- 
ribee Islands in America. Oath of Herbert Pember of said 
Island Esq'r and William Martin of Town of St. Johns Vintner 
Recorded 22 December 1710 vera Copea. Thos. Kerby Secr'y 
15 May 171 1. Oath of Michael Ayon of Island of Antigua 
Esq'r that he hath been Provost Marshall of said Island and 
other Carribee Island and well acquainted with Daniel Parke 
Esq'r deceased late Captain Generall before his death in De- 
cember last and saw last will in hands of Mr. Caesar Rodney of 
said Island Merchant one of Executors and is acquainted with 
Thomas Kerby Sec'y at said Island of Antigua etc. Proved in 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury by Mica j ah Perry Esq. and 
Richard Perry two of executors. 

Young, 112. 

[Daniel Parke, Jr. (1692), only son of Colonel Daniel Parke, who was 
also a member of the Council, was born in 1669. He was probably edu- 
cated in England, but was back in Virginia soon after reaching manhood, 
and, in 1692, was appointed a member of the King's Council. He was 
an intimate friend and favorite of Governor Andros, who, besides making 
him a Councillor, gave him the places of collector and naval officer of 
Lower James River, escheator for the district between the York and 
James, and colonel of militia. 

The accounts of Col. Parke's character which have come down to the 
present day show him in a very unfavorable light, but as they are all 
from sources hostile to him and to his friend, Governor Andros, they 
should perhaps be accepted with a "grain of salt." The earliest notice 
of him occurs in a memorial by Commissary Blair, attacking the admin- 
istration of Andros. He says: "There is a handsome young man of that 
Country [Virginia] one Mr. Daniel Parke, who to all the other accomplish- 
ments that make a complete sparkish Gentleman has added one upon 
which he infinitely values himself, that is, a quick resentment of every 
the least thing that looks like an affront or Injury. He has learned, they 
say, the art of fencing, and is as ready at giving a challenge, especially 
before Company, as the greatest Hector in the Town." Dr. Blair adds 
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the charge that Parke is a tool of Andros, who has advanced him to the 
Council and made him a Colonel. He says that there was no way by 
which Parke could so readily win the Governor's good will as by oppos- 
ing Governor Nicholson, of Maryland. He soon found an excuse to do 
this. A letter from him, which the Doctor says contained nothing that 
should not have been read, was shown by Nicholson to Dr. Blair. About 
September, 1695, Colonel Parke, having a sword much larger than the one 
with which he commonly travelled, came to Dr. Blair's house where Nich- 
olson was visiting, and said to him: " Captain Nicholson, did you receive 
a letter which I sent you from New York?" " Yes, I received it," said 
the Governor of Maryland. " And was it done like a Gentleman," asked 
Col. Parke, " to send that letter by the hand of a common post, to be 
read by everybody in Virginia ? I look upon it as an affront, and expect 
satisfaction." " You must go to Pennsylvania, then," replied Governor 
Nicholson; "my hands are tied up in Virginia, but if you go thither you 
shall have the satisfaction you desire." Said Parke, "Come out here;" 
and so putting his hand on his sword went towards the door. "What! " 
says the Governor of Maryland; " is this your way, Mr. Parke, of giving 
challenges before so much Company ? If you have anything to say to 
me you know always where to find me. I am often in these parts, and 
you shall never find that I fly the road from you. I am going this very 
afternoon to Sir Edmund Andros's. But you shall not catch me making 
any appointments in Virginia." Upon this Colonel Parke began to in- 
sult at a strange rate, and told the Governor of Maryland how he used 
to huff and hector when he was Lord Governor of Virginia, but now, 
he had met his match, he had nothing to say. When he spoke of huff- 
ing and hectoring, "That's your part, Mr. Parke," says the Governor of 
Maryland. * 'But you would say no more if my hands were not tied here ; 
half of these words should do." Then he proffered him, if he would 
go to Pennsylvania, to furnish him horses and to defray his charge 
thither. When Parke refused this he whispered him something in his 
ear which was not too low but that the Company overheard it. It was 
something to this purport, " that if he would let him know privately at 
any time he would meet him anywhere but in Virginia or Maryland." 
Thus ended the affair for a time. Dr. Blair goes on to say that Colonel 
Parke showed also a violent hatred towards him, and as his cloth pre- 
vented a challenge, the Colonel took another method of displaying this 
feeling. He had ceased to come to Bruton Church because the minister, 
Mr. Eburne, preached several times against adultery, and Parke, "at 
this time, and still, doth entertain a Gentleman's Lady, one Mistress 
Berry, whom he had conveyed away from her husband in London, in 
1692, and carried her to Virginia along with him, calling her by the name 
of his cousin Brown." One Sunday morning, however, Parke came to 
church where Mrs. Blair was sitting (by invitation) in the pew of Colonel 
Ludwell, Parke's father-in-law, and violently dragged her out of the 
pew. 
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Sometime in 1696 a quarrel arose between Parke and Nicholson at a 
meeting of the Visitors of William and Mary College, and Parke struck 
the Governor of Maryland with a horsewhip. Nicholson rushed at him t 
but the bystanders separated them. Governor Nicholson then chal- 
lenged his assailant to meet him in Carolina, but, according to Dr. Blair, 
Parke contrived by letting Governor Andros learn of the affair to have 
himself arrested. There is, doubtless, substantial truth in Dr. Blair's 
statements, but he was a man of very strong prejudices, and perhaps 
exaggerated and misconstrued Parke's conduct to some degree. A 
letter, written in 1698, from Parke to his daughter, conveys a message 
to her from her aunts and her " Cousin Brown." It is hardly probable 
that an affectionate father, as Parke seems to have been, would have in- 
sulted his daughter by mentioning her "Cousin Brown" if Dr. Blair's 
charges in regard to that iady had been true. There can be little doubt, 
however, that Colonel Parke, while a man of courage and energy, had 
the morals, or lack of morals, of the average man of fashion and plea- 
sure of his day. 

In 1697 or the year following Parke went to England, and is not known 
to have ever returned to Virginia. It would seem from some letters 
that have been preserved that he and his wife did not live happily 
together, and that may have had something to do with his long stay 
abroad. His wife and daughters remained in Virginia during his ab- 
sence, and Mrs. Lee, in her Memoir of G. W. P. Custis, prefixed to the 
" Recollections," refers to the numerous letters to and from Parke pre- 
served at "Arlington " "The mother," she tells us, " in many long and 
urgent letters, implored him to return, pleading the state of her health 
as rendering her unequal to the task of caring for the family and estate 
in Virginia." "She even wrote to his merchant and man of business, 
Micajah Perry, to use his influence in persuading him to return." 

Mrs. Lee quotes in full several of the letters from Colonel Parke. One 
of them was to his daughter Fanny, afterwards Mrs. Custis, Here it is: 

"St. James, October ye 20. 
My Dear Fanny — 

I Rec'vd y'r first letter, and be shure you be as good as y'r word 
and mind y'r writing and everything else you have learnt ; and do not 
learn to Romp, but behave y'rselfe soberly and like a Gentlewoman. 
Mind Reading; and carry y'rself so yt Everyboddy may Respect you. 
Be Calm and Obligeing to all the servants, and when you speak doe 
it mildly, Even to the poorest slave; if any of the Servants committ 
small faults yt are of no consequence, doe you hide them. If you 
understand of any great faults they commit, acquaint y'r mother, but 
do not aggravate the fault. 

I am well and have sent you everything you desired, and, please 
God I doe well, I shall see you ere long. Love y'r sister and y'r 
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friends, be dutiful to yr mother. This, with my blessing, is from y'r 
lo: father 

Daniel Parke. 

Give my Duty to y'r Grandfather, and my love to y'r Mother and 
Sister and serviss to all friends. My Cosen Brown gives you her 
serviss, and y'r Aunts and Cousins their love." 

Mrs. Lee also prints a letter written by Daniel Parke to John 
Custis in response to an application from Custis in behalf of his son 
John, who was a suitor for the hand of Frances Parke. 

"London, August 25, 1705. 

Sir: I received yours relating to your son's desire of marrying 
my daughter, and your consent if I thought well of it. You may 
easily inform yourself that my daughter Frances will be heiress of 
all the land my father left which is not a little nor the worst. My 
personal estate is not very small in that country, and I have but two 
daughters, and there is no likelihood of my having any more, as mat- 
ters are, I being obliged to be on one side of the ocean and my wife 
on the other. I do not know your young gentleman, nor have you 
or he thought fit to send an account of his real and personal effects; 
however, if my daughter likes him, I will give her upon her marriage 
with him, half as much as he can make it appear he is worth. 

I have no one else to give my estate to but my daughters. This 
is what I think convenient to write at present. My service to you 
and all friends in Virginia. 

From your humble servant, 

Daniel Parke. 
To Colonel Custis/' 

Anderson, in his History of the Colonial Church, says that Col. 
Parke's offences compelled him to fly from Virginia to England, 
where he bought an estate in Hampshire and became a member of 
Parliament, but was expelled from the House for bribery. At that 
time as at later periods, both in England and America, political par- 
ties were but little scrupulous in turning out members of the oppo- 
sition, so though Parke may have been guilty of bribery, the fact that 
he was expelled on this ground is no proof. Anderson's added state- 
ment that Col. Parke's offences compelled him to fly to Holland 
(where he was a volunteer in the army of the Duke of Marlborough), 
is almost certainly false. He served the campaign of 1701 in Flan- 
ders, with Lord Arran, and was again in England the next year, 
as the following letter to his daughter, formerly preserved at "Arling- 
ton," proves: 




COL. DANIEL PARKE. 
From a portrait at Washington-Lee University. 
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"St. James, 1702. 

My Dear Fanny: I am going a volunteer under the Duke of 
Marlborough, to Flanders, where I served also the last campaign with 
my Lord Arran, the Duke of Ormond's brother, and was in every 
action. God knows if I may ever see you more, but if I do not, I 
shall take care to leave you and your sister in very happy circum- 
stances, therefore do not throw yourself away on the first idle young 
man that offers, if you have a mind to marry. I know it is the 
desire of all young people to be married, and though few are so 
happy after marriage as before, yet every one is willing to make the 
experiment at their own expense. Consider who you marry as the 
greatest concern to you in the world. Be kind and good-natured to 
all of your servants. It is much better to have them love you than 
fear you. My heart is in Virginia, and the greatest pleasure I pro- 
pose to myself is seeing you and your sister happy. That you may be 
ever so is the earnest desire of your affectionate father, 

Daniel Parke. 

I got some reputation last summer which I hope I shall not lose 
this ; I am promised the first old regiment that shall fall, being now 
a Colonel." 

Col. Parke served as an aide to the Duke of Marlborough, and 
with high distinction. At Blenheim he so particularly covered him- 
self with glory, that the Duke accorded him the honor of carrying 
the first news of the great victory to England, and made him the 
bearer of the following note to the Duchess, written, in pencil, on a 
leaf torn from the Duke's notebook. It is still at Blenheim, and a 
facsimile is to be found in Coxe's Life of Marlborough : 

"I have not time to say more, but to beg you will give my duty 
to the queen, and let her know her army has had a glorious victory. 
M. Tallard and two other generals are in my Coach and I am follow- 
ing the rest. The bearer, my aide-de-camp, Col. Parke, will give her 
an account of what has passed. I shall do it in a day or two by 
another more at large. 

Marlborough. 

August 13, 1704." 

The report of the victory was heard with great enthusiasm 
throughout England and the English colonies. In the remotest set- 
tlements the great news was celebrated, proclamations were issued and 
addresses of congratulation sent to the Queen, while the number of 
places in the older colonies, called Blenheim, attest the general feel- 
ing of the people. In Virginia an especial pride was taken in the victory, 
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for Governor Nicholson (past quarrels now apparently forgotten) 
calls attention to the fact that the good tidings were brought to Eng- 
land by "Col. Parke, a gentleman and native of this colony." 

It was at that time the custom in England to give the bearer of 
the first news of a victory a gratuity of £500, but Col. Parke begged 
that, instead, he might have the Queen's picture. His gallantry (in 
both senses of the word), fine appearance and handsome bearing 
pleased Queen Anne, and being patronized by the Churchills, he was, 
on April 25, 1704, appointed chief governor of the Leeward Islands. 
The government of these islands had been very lax, the settlers were 
inclined to be rebellious, and like those of the other West Indian 
Colonies had among them many desperate and lawless characters. 
The appointment of Parke was unpopular from the first, and the pol- 
icy which he adopted in his administration, instead of wiping away 
the prejudice against him, wrought his complete undoing. 

Having repelled the French who had plundered the islands of St. 
Christopher and Nevis, Governor Parke endeavored to carry out some 
much needed reforms, and being sure of support at home, he aroused 
the displeasure of the colonists by disregarding the articles of a 
formal complaint against him drawn up by them, and made a some- 
what ostentatious display of the small military force placed at his 
command. At least this is the account given by Parke's friends, par- 
ticularly by George French who published the whole story in England, 
while on the other hand, the colonists claimed that their Governor's 
oppressions drove them to revolt. The savage cruelty, however, with 
which they treated him, would incline us to give judgment against 
them. Whatever the cause, a violent insurrection broke out in 17 10, 
at Antigua, the seat of government. Col. Parke made a gallant re- 
sistance, and with his own hand killed Captain John Piggott, one of 
the leaders of the insurrection, but finally overpowered by numbers, 
and made helpless by a shot in the thigh, he fell into the hands of 
the rioters. "They had now an opportunity of sending him away to 
what place and in what manner they think fit," says French's account, 
"but instead thereof they use him with the utmost contempt and In- 
humanity. They strip him of his clothes, kick, spurn at, and beat him 
with the buts of their muskets, by which means at last they break his 
back. They drag him into the streets by a leg and arm, and his head 
trails and beats from step to step of the stone stairs at the entrance 
of the house, and he is dragged on the coarse gravelly street, which 
raked the skin from his bones. These cruelties and tortures force 
tears from his eyes, and in this condition he is left expiring, exposed 
to the scorching sun, out of the heat of which he begs to be removed. 
The good-natured woman, who, at his request, brought him water 
to quench his thirst is threatened by one Samuel Watkins to have a 
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sword passed through her for her humanity, and the water is dashed 
out of her hands. He is insulted and reviled by every scoundrel, in 
the agonies of death, but makes no other return but these mild ex- 
pressions, 'Gentlemen, you have no sense of honor left, pray have 
some of humanity/ He gratefully owns the kindness of friends, and 
prays God to reward those who stood by him that day. At last he 
was removed to the house of one Mr. John Wright, near the place 
where he lay, and there, recommending his soul to God, with some 
pious ejaculations, he pays the great debt of nature, and death, less 
cruel than his enemies, put an end to his sufferings. 

After they had surfeited themselves with cruelties, they plundered 
the General's house and broke open his store-houses, so that his estate 
must have suffered by that day in money, plate, jewels, clothes, and 
household goods, by the most moderate computation, five thousand 
pounds sterling, for which his executors have obtained no satisfaction 
to this day. Thus died Colonel Parke, whose brave end shows him 
sufficiently deserving of the commission he bore, and his death ac- 
quired an honor to his memory, which the base aspersions of his 
enemies could not overthrow." 

The date of this shocking tragedy was December 7, 1710. 

Mrs. Lee, in the memoir already quoted, says: "Colonel Parke's 
will, in which he devised all of his fortune in the Leeward Islands 
to an illegitimate daughter, on condition that she should take his name 
and coat-of-arms, naturally gave great offence to his children, and a 
tedious law-suit was the consequence. His legal descendents are still 
in possession of much of this property in Virginia, and part of the 
handsome service of plate presented to him by Queen Anne." 

Among the old family papers at Arlington House, have been found 
many amusing and interesting letters written by Colonel William Byrd, 
of Westover, who, as we have observed, married a daughter of 
Colonel Parke, and was for a long time in London after the death 
of his father-in-law, attending to the settlement of that gentleman's 
estate. The following letter, in which reference is made of Colonel 
Parke, was written in Virginia two years before the tragedy occurred 
in Antigua: 

"October, 1709. 

I have lately been favored with an unusual pleasure from Anti- 
gua, in which I find we are not altogether forgotten. Father Parke 
says his time was very short and he could not write to you then, but 
is much in charity with us all. I give you joy of the blessing you 
have had of a daughter, and hope she will be an ornament to the 
sex and a happiness to her parents. Our son sends you his dutiful 
respects, and I may venture to say as much for Miss Evelyn, who has 
grown a great romp and enjoys very robust health. How is Madam 
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Dunn.' for there goes a prophecy about, that in the eastern parts of 
Virginia a parson's wife will, in the year of our Lord 1710, have four 
children at a birth, one of which will be an admiral, and another 
Archbishop of Canterbury; what the other two will prove the sybil 
cannot positively say, but doubtless they all will be something extra- 
ordinary. 

My choisest compliments to Mrs. Custis, and if Mrs. Dunn be not 
too demure a prude, now she is related to the Church, I would send 
her my salutes in the best form. 

Your most affectionate humble servant, 

W. Byrd, 
To Colonel John Custis/' 

Col. Daniel Parke married Jane, daughter of Philip Ludwell, of 
"Richneck" and "Greenspring," James City county, Virginia, and left 
two daughters : Frances, who married Col. John Custis, of "Arling- 
ton/' Northampton county, and Lucy, who married Col. William Byrd, 
of "Westover," Charles City county. On December 18, 1716, Col. 
Byrd wrote from London to Col. Custis, announcing the death of his 
wife, Mrs. Lucy Byrd, from smallpox, "the very same cruel distemper 
that destroyed her sister," adding, "Gracious God what pains did she 
take to make a voyage hither to seek a grave. No stranger ever met 
with more respect in a strange country than she had done here, from 
many persons of distinction, who all pronounced her an honor to 
Virginia. Also how proud I was of her and how severely I am 
punished for it" 

There are two fine portraits of Col. Parke, by Kneller, preserved 
in Virginia; one at "Brandon," which was formerly at "Westover," 
and the other the property of General G. W. C. Lee, which was for- 
merly at "Arlington," Fairfax county, and is now at Washington and 
Lee University. Each of these portraits shows on the breast the 
miniature of Queen Anne, which at Col. Parke's request, she pre- 
sented to him after Blenheim, instead of the usual gratuity of money. 

A letter from Micajah Perry, the London merchant, to Col. Byrd, 
with which was enclosed a copy of this will, expresses great astonish- 
ment, sorrow and disgust at the character of the bequests made by 
Col. Parke. Says Perry: "He drew from thence so much, and then 
placed (as we are told) i2,ooo£ to entaile it upon that which leaves a 
stain behind it, and tie all of his legacies and debts upon the estates 
in Virginia and England left to his heirs." The writer states that 
Lucy Chester and Julius Caesar Parke were illegitimate children of 
Col. Parke. He also gives an account of Parke's debts in England 
(and Col. Byrd adds that many more were afterwards brought to 
light) which were: to Messrs. Perry ("in dry money") £2,400, Ann 
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Humphreys, Rebecca Goodart and Mrs. Berry, £500 each; a mortgage 
on his estate at White Church, with interest, £2,230. According to 
Perry, the White Church estate could have been sold for £4,000. 

So much for the eventful career, the wayward character and the 
unsavory memory of the handsome and dashing Col. Daniel Parke. 

Authorities: Perry's Colonial Church; Calendar of Virginia State 
Papers, I; Sainsbury's Abstracts; Campbell's History of Virginia: 
Anderson's Colonial Church; Memoir of G. W. P. Custis, by Mrs. 
R. E. L., prefixed to Custis 3 Recollections of Washington; Dictionary 
of National Biography; Coxe's Life of Marlborough; Murray's Let- 
ters and Dispatches of Marlborough; Meade's Old Churches and 
Families of Virginia.] 



LETTERS FROM AND TO GEORGE HUME OF 

VIRGINIA, FORMERLY OF WEDDERBURN, 

SCOTLAND. 



[The Hume Pedigree begins with Sir David Hume, of Wedderburn, 
Berwickshire, Scotland, named in a charter of 1450. 

The table given in the second volume of Drummond's "Noble British 
Families extends the line far beyond Sir David of Wedderburn, fixing 
its source in Patrick Hume, second son of Gospatrick, the fourth Earl 
of Dunbar and March, who died in the year 1166. It relates to the three 
families of Dunbar, Hume, and Dundas ; the former being the elder 
family and the two latter derived from it. For particulars of the line 
these tables may be consulted. 

George Hume, the then head of the House of Wedderburn, died in 
1720. He had married, October 4, 1695, Margaret, daughter of Sir Pat- 
rick Hume, of Lumsden, and of this marriage there survived him six 
sons, viz: David, who succeeded him as Laird, and died without issue 
in 1764; George, Patrick, Francis, John, and James; and two daughters, 
viz: Margaret, who married Ninian Home, of Jardensfield, and Jane, who 
married Rev. John Todd, minister of " Lady Kirk." 

George, the second of the six sons above named, is the progenitor of 
the family in America. He was born at Wedderburn Castle, Berwick- 
shire, Scotland, May 30, 1697; came to Spotsylvania county, Va., and 



